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NATIONAL SOCIAL ISSUES- WOMEN, POPULATION, URBANISATION, EMPOWERMENT 

ETC 

Explained: Three Language Formula 
The union government released a draft NPE, a report prepared by a committee headed by space scientist K. 

Kasturirangan. Its reference to mandatory teaching of Hindi in non-Hindi speaking States set off a political 

storm in Tamil Nadu, which is traditionally opposed to the compulsory study of Hindi. The govt. sought to 

neutralize the hostile reaction by dropping the controversial reference to Hindi. 

Backdrop to the Hindi imposition row 

 The State has been traditionally opposed to any attempt to introduce Hindi as a compulsory 

language of learning or administration. 

 The origin of the linguistic row, however, goes back to the debate on official language. 

 In the Constituent Assembly, Hindi was voted as the official language by a single vote. However, 

it added that English would continue to be used as an associate official language for 15 years. 

 The Official Languages Act came into effect on the expiry of this 15-year period in 1965. 

 This was the background in which the anti-Hindi agitation took place. 

 However, as early as in 1959 Nehru had given an assurance in Parliament that English would 

continue to be in use as long as non-Hindi speaking people wanted it. 

The Three Language Formula 

 It is commonly understood that the three languages referred to are Hindi, English and the regional 

language of the respective States. 

 Though the teaching of Hindi across the country was part of a long-standing system, it was 

crystallized into a policy in an official document only in the NEP, 1968. 

 This document said regional languages were already in use as the medium of education in the 

primary and secondary stages. 

 At the secondary stage, State governments should adopt and vigorously implement the three-

language formula. 

 It included the study of a modern Indian language, preferably one of the southern languages, apart 

from Hindi and English in the Hindi-speaking States. 

For non-Hindi speaking States 

 In such States Hindi should be studied along with the regional language and English. 

 It added: Suitable courses in Hindi and/or English should also be available in universities and 

colleges with a view to improving the proficiency of students in these languages up to the 

university standards. 

 To Promote Hindi 

 The NPE 1968 said every effort should be made to promote the language and that in developing 

Hindi as the link language. 

 Article 351 of the Constitution provides for Hindi as a medium of expression for all the elements 

of the composite culture of India. 

 The establishment, in non-Hindi States, of colleges and other institutions of higher education 

which use Hindi, as the medium of education should be encouraged. 

 Incidentally, the NPE 1986 made no change in the 1968 policy on the three-language formula and 

the promotion of Hindi and repeated it verbatim. 

Tamil Nadu’s stand on this 

 Tamil Nadu has been traditionally opposed to any attempt to introduce Hindi as a compulsory 

language of learning or administration. 

 The origin of the linguistic row, however, goes back to the debate on official language. 

 TN leaders does not oppose the voluntary learning of Hindi and cite the unhindered work of the 

Dakshina Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha, established in Chennai by Mahatma Gandhi in 1918. 

 Also, there is no bar on private schools, most of them affiliated to the CBSE offering Hindi. 

 The State has been following the two-language formula for many decades, under which only 

English and one regional language are compulsory in schools. 

English, the only link 

 An important aspect of the opposition to Hindi imposition is that many in Tamil Nadu see it as a 

fight to retain English. 

 English is seen as a bulwark against Hindi as well as the language of empowerment and 

knowledge. 
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 There is an entrenched belief that the continued attempts to impose Hindi are essentially driven by 

those who want to eliminate English as the country’s link language. 

Draft NEP proposes formal education from age of three 
All Indian children could soon enter the formal education system at the age of three, with the draft 

National Education Policy (NEP) projecting an expansion of the RTE Act. 

 It aims to cover the three years of preschool before Class 1. 

 It wants early childhood education to be overseen and regulated by the Ministry of HRD as part of 

the school system. 

 This will be in addition to the private pre-schools and anganwadis that currently cater to the 3-to-6 

years age group. 

 The draft Policy suggests a new integrated curricular framework for 3 to 8-year olds with a 

flexible system based on play, activity and discovery, and beginning exposure to three languages 

from age 3 onwards. 

Upheaval of Anganwadi System 

 The NEP could result in an upheaval in the anganwadi system which has been overseen by the 

Ministry of WCD for more than four decades. 

 Additional costs will come in the form of teacher recruitment and training, infrastructure and 

learning materials, as well as nutritional aspects (including the proposal to provide breakfast to 

young children). 

 The draft Policy praises the contribution of anganwadis to improving health and nutrition, but 

notes that their record in education is not so strong. 

Flaws in Anganwadis 

 They are currently quite deficient in supplies and infrastructure for education. 

 As a result, they tend to contain more children in the 2-4 year age range and fewer in the 

educationally critical 4-6 year age range. 

 They also have few teachers trained in or specially dedicated to early childhood education. 

Anganwadis can do better: The new framework would be implemented by training and strengthening 

anganwadi capabilities and linking them to a local primary school, co-locating anganwadis and pre-schools 

with primary schools, or building stand-alone pre-schools also linked to a local primary school. 

GEOGRAPHY 

Pacific ring of fire 
Mount Sinabung volcano recently erupted in Sumatra Island, western Indonesia. 

It had erupted in 2010 for the first time in past 400 years. 

Background: Indonesia sit along the Ring of Fire region, an area where most of the world’s volcanic 

eruptions occur. The Ring of Fire has seen a large amount of activity in recent days, but Indonesia has been 

hit hard due to its position on a large grid of tectonic plates. 

Vulnerability: Indonesia is at the meeting point of three major continental plates – the Pacific, the Eurasian 

and the Indo-Australian plates – and the much smaller Philippine plate. As a result, several volcanoes on 

the Indonesian islands are prone to erupting. Indonesia is home to roughly 400 volcanoes, out of which 127 

are currently active, accounting for about a third of the world’s active volcanoes. 

What is the Ring of Fire? 

 The Ring of Fire is a Pacific region home to over 450 volcanoes, including three of the world’s 

four most active volcanoes – Mount St. Helens in the USA, Mount Fuji in Japan and Mount 

Pinatubo in the Philippines. It is also sometimes called the circum-Pacific belt. 

 Around 90% of the world’s earthquakes occur in the Ring of Fire, and 80% of the world’s largest 

earthquakes. 

Location: 

 It stretches along the Pacific Ocean coastlines, where the Pacific Plate grinds against other, 

smaller tectonic plates that form the Earth’s crust – such as the Philippine Sea plate and the Cocos 

and Nazca Plates that line the edge of the Pacific Ocean. 

 The 40,0000 kilometre horse-shoe-shaped ring loops from New Zealand to Chile, passing through 

the coasts of Asia and the Americas on the way. 

CONSTITUTION AND POLITY 

Leader of Opposition 

Congress, with 52 MPs, has declined to stake claim for the position of Leader of Opposition in Parliament. 



 

 
 
3 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  11TH JUNE 2019 

Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph.: 8984111101, 8093083555. Web: www.vanikias.com, E-mail: vaniksias@gmail.com 

Background: Any party that has 55 members can get the post as recognised as such by the 

speaker/chairman. 

 LoP:  

 The LOP is leader of the largest party that has not less than one-tenth of the total strength of the 

house. 

 It is a statutory post defined in the Salaries and Allowances of Leaders of Opposition in 

Parliament Act, 1977. 

Significance of the office: 

 LoP is referred to as the ‘shadow Prime Minister’. 

 She/he is expected to be ready to take over if the government falls. 

 The LoP also plays an important role in bringing cohesiveness and effectiveness to the 

opposition’s functioning in policy and legislative work. 

 LoP plays a crucial role in bringing bipartisanship and neutrality to the appointments in 

institutions of accountability and transparency – CVC, CBI, CIC, Lokpal etc. 

What reforms are needed? 

 There arises a problem when no party in opposition secures 55 or more seats. In such situations, 

the numerically largest party in the opposition should have the right to have a leader recognised as 

leader of the opposition by the speaker. 

 Besides, the 10% formulation is inconsistent with the law ‘the salary and allowances of leaders of 

opposition in Parliament Act, 1977’ which only says that the largest opposition party should get 

the post. 

INDIAN ECONOMY 

Is NITI Aayog old wine in a new bottle? 
The country’s economy has not performed to the expectations of the citizens since it was created. 

Need of the hour: 

 Review what NITI Aayog has achieved so far to adopt the new role described in its charter — that 

of a catalyst of change in a complex, federal, socioeconomic system. 

 Assess whether it has transformed its capabilities sufficiently to become an effective systems 

reformer and persuader of stakeholders, rather than merely an announcer of lofty multi-year goals 

and manager of projects, which many suspect it is. 

Current concerns over it’s functioning: There is deep concern that NITI Aayog has lost its integrity as an 

independent institution to guide the government; that it has become a mouthpiece of the government and 

an implementer of the government’s projects.  

What needs to be done? 

 NITI Aayog must have the ability to independently evaluate the government’s programmes at the 

Centre and in the States.  

 The transformational approach to planning and implementation that 21st century India needs, 

which is alluded to in NITI’s charter, requires evaluations and course-corrections in the midst of 

action. 

 It requires new methods to speed up ‘organisational learning’ amongst stakeholders in the system 

who must make plans together and implement them together. 

 There is a need for new methods of cooperative learning and cooperative implementation by 

stakeholders, who are not controlled by any central body of technical experts with political and/or 

budgetary authority over them. 

 Way ahead: There must be a review of what the think tank has achieved to adopt the new role described in 

its charter. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY- EVERYDAY SCIENCE, SPACE, NUCLEAR, DEFENCE ETC 

5G network in India 

Recently the Union Communications Minister has announced that the government will be holding an 

auction for spectrum, which includes airwaves that will be used to offer 5G or fifth-generation services. 

While some countries such as South Korea and the U.S. have begun rolling out commercial 5G services, 

India is yet to begin trials for. India is targeting 2020 as the launch year for 5G in the country. 

What is 5G? 

 It is the next generation cellular technology that will provide faster and more reliable 

communication with ultra low latency. 
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 A government panel report points out that with 5G, the peak network data speeds are expected to 

be in the range of 2-20 Gigabits per second (Gbps). 

 This is in contrast to 4G link speeds in averaging 6-7 Megabits per second (Mbps) in India as 

compared to 25 Mbps in advanced countries. 

 Once 5G becomes commercial, users will be required to change their current devices in favour of 

5G-enabled ones. 

 However, it is likely that the primary use of the technology will go beyond delivery of services on 

personal mobiles devices. 

Utility of 5G 

 5G is expected to form the backbone of emerging technologies such as the Internet of Things 

(IoT) and machine to machine communications. 

 It would be supporting a much larger range of applications and services, including driverless 

vehicles, tele-surgery and real time data analytics. 

 One of the primary applications of 5G will be implementation of sensor-embedded network that 

will allow real time relay of information across fields such as manufacturing, consumer durables 

and agriculture. 

 5G can also help make transport infrastructure more efficient by making it smart. 

 5G will enable vehicle-to-vehicle and vehicle-to-infrastructure communication, making driverless 

cars, among other things, a reality. 

 The ultra low latency offered by 5G makes the technology desirable for such use cases. Latency is 

the amount of time data takes to travel between its source and destination. 

Economic impact 

 5G is expected to create a cumulative economic impact of $1 trillion in India by 2035, according 

to a report by a government-appointed panel. 

 According to a separate report by telecom gear maker Ericsson, 5G-enabled digitalization revenue 

potential in India will be above $27 billion by 2026. 

 Additionally, global telecom industry GSMA has forecast that India will have about 70 million 5G 

connections by 2025. 

What about spectrum auction? 

 The government plans to undertake spectrum auction in the current calendar year. 

 In a first step towards preparing for these auctions, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India 

(TRAI) had in August last year recommended that entire available spectrum be put to auction in 

the forthcoming sale. 

 As a result a total of 8,644 MHz of spectrum will be put on sale, making it the largest ever such 

auction. 

 For 5G spectrum, i.e. the spectrum in 3300-3600 MHz which will be put out for bids for the first 

time, the regulator has recommended a pan-India reserve price of about Rs. 492 crore per MHz for 

unpaired spectrum. 

Needs infrastructural revamp 

 Besides the spectrum, 5G will require a fundamental change to the core architecture of the 

communication system. 

 Simply upgrading the existing Long Term Evolution core will not be able to support the various 

requirements of all 5G use cases. 

 A report on 5G by Deloitte stated that it is anticipated that the industry might require an additional 

investment of $60-70 billion to seamlessly implement 5G networks. 

 With the entry of 5G into the Indian networks, the earlier generation mobile technologies (2G, 3G 

and 4G) will continue to remain in use and that it may take 10 or more years to phase them out. 

Way forward 

 It is widely accepted that 5G’s value for India may be even higher than in advanced countries 

because of the lower levels of investments in physical infrastructure. 

 5G may offer ‘leapfrog’ opportunities by providing ‘smart infrastructure’ that offers lower cost 

and faster infrastructure delivery. 

QUOTE OF THE DAY 

And then there will be none except you, yourself.  
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DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

Qns: What is 5G? What are the issues regarding its auction?  Can it be beneficial for 

Indian Economy ? 

5G  is the next generation cellular technology that will provide faster and more 

reliable communication with ultra-low latency.  A government panel report points out that 

with 5G, the peak network data speeds are expected to be in the range of 2-20 Gigabit per 

second (Gbps).  This is in contrast to 4G link speeds in averaging 6-7 Megabit per second 

(Mbps) in India as compared to 25 Mbps in advanced countries. In April, South Korea and 

the U.S. became the first countries to commercially launch 5G services. South Korea claimed 

it was the first to do so, beating the U.S. by a couple of hours, a claim disputed by U.S 

carriers. 

India is yet to begin trial for 5G network. Government is targeting 2020 as the launch 

year for 5G in the country.  The government had launched a three-year programme that 

started in March 2018 to advance innovation and research in 5G with a budget of ₹224 crore. 

Issues with Auction 

 Some private telecoms have, however, expressed apprehensions about the auction this 

year. They have pointed out that the reserve price of these airwaves is very high.  

 The Telecom industry body Cellular Operators Association of India (COAI) has also 

pointed out that 5G is overpriced by at least 30% to 40% compared to international 

standards and auction in other markets such as South Korea and the U.S. 

 COAI has also expressed concerns about the financial health of the sector amid 

intense competition and recent phase of consolidation. Currently, the industry’s 

cumulative debt is pegged at around ₹7 lakh crore. 

 Vodafone Idea has requested that the 5G spectrum should not be put on sale before 

2020 as there is a need to first develop India-specific use cases.  

 A report on 5G by Deloitte stated that it is anticipated that the industry might require 

an additional investment of $60-70 billion to seamlessly implement 5G networks. 

Ernst & Young too estimated a similar amount of investment to implement 5G. 

 However, to develop India-specific usage scenarios and applications. Ericsson has 

installed a 5G test bed at IIT Delhi for developing applications in the broadband and 

low latency areas. 
Economic impact 

 5G is expected to create a cumulative economic impact of $1 trillion in India by 2035, 

according to a report by a government-appointed panel. 

 According to a separate report by telecom gear maker Ericsson, 5G-enabled digitalization 

revenue potential in India will be above $27 billion by 2026. 

 Additionally, global telecom industry GSMA has forecast that India will have about 70 

million 5G connections by 2025. 
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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS BASED MCQS 

1. Which of the following statements are 
correct? 

1. The legislature of a state may adopt any 

one or more of the languages in use in 

the state or Hindi as the official 
language of that state. 

2. The proceedings of the Supreme Court 

are to be carried out in English or Hindi 
only. 

Select the correct answer from the codes 

given below 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
2. Which of the following is/are true regarding 

language of communication in Indian 

polity? 
1. Hindi communication between a Hindi 

and a non-Hindi state should be 

accompanied by an English translation. 

2. If one or more states want they can enter 
into an agreement with the Union to 

have language of communication to be 

Hindi along with English. 
Select the correct answer from the codes 

given below 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

3. Which of the following in incorrect about 
the draft National Education Policy (NEP), 

2019? 
1. It aims to cover the two years of 

preschool before Class 1. 
2. The draft Policy suggests a new integrated 

curricular framework for 3 to 8-year olds 

with a flexible system based on play, 

activity and discovery. 
Select the correct answer from the codes 

given below 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 nor 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

4. Which of the following statement regarding 

the Pacific Ring of Fire are correct? 

(a) The Ring of Fire is a direct result of 
plate tectonics that is the movement and 

collisions of lithospheric plates. 

(b) It is the most seismically active region 

of the world as about 90% of the world's 
earthquakes occur along the Ring of 

Fire. 

(c) The active seismic region of the Indian 
Himalayas also considered as part of 

pacific ring of fire. 

(d) Both (a) and (b) 

5. Mountain Sinabung, which was recently 
erupted is located in which of the following 

location? 

(a) New Zealnd 

(b) Malaysia 

(c) Indonesia 

(d) Japan 
6. Consider the following statements w.r.t the 

Leader of Opposition. 

1. The LOP is leader of the largest party 

that has not less than one-tenth of the 
total strength of the house. 

2. It is a statutory Post. 
3. It  is often referred to as the ‘shadow Prime 

Minister’. 

Which of the statements are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 1 and 3 

(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

7. Consider the following statements w.r.t the 

5G Network. 
1. Data speeds are expected to be in the 

range of 2-20 Gigabits per second 

(Gbps). 
2. Once 5G becomes commercial, users 

will not be required to change their 

current devices in favour of 5G-enabled 

ones 
3. China is the first country to roll out 5G 

network. 

(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 1 and 3 

(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 


